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PNRC-NAHRO and AWHA Join with
Comprehensive Health Education
Foundation to Promote the Health of
Affordable Housing Residents

Blake Kazama from Tlingit-Haida Regional HA accepts the
Advocate of the Year Award.

First Annual Advocacy
Awards
A decent, safe, and affordable place to live is such
an important factor in helping individuals and
families to build successful and fulfilling lives that
it must not be left to chance or the uncertainties of
the marketplace. Children of families who are
homeless, who live in ramshackle, unsafe, and
unsanitary housing may go on to succeed in life,
but the odds are against them when risk factors are
considered.
NAHRO and its members have known this for
decades and have advocated for adequate funding
with which to build and sustain affordable housing
and strong, viable communities. These efforts
have begun to pay dividends, and both our society
and our elected officials are beginning to connect
affordable
housing
with
the
economic
development and viability of our communities.
NAHRO has two awards at the national level by
which it recognizes individuals and organizations
whose advocacy contributes to affordable housing.
These are the Mary K. Nenno Award and the
Local & State Legislator or Other Elected Official
Advocate Award. In 2009, Washington State
Governor Christine Gregoire was one of the
individuals to receive recognition in the latter
category.
PNRC-NAHRO believes that outstanding
advocacy efforts should be acknowledged at the
regional level as well, and in 2008, it created the
(Continued on page 3)

Comprehensive
Health
Education
Foundation, or CHEF, is a non-profit
organization whose mission is to help people
and communities improve the quality of their
lives through health education. CHEF believes that everyone deserves an
equal opportunity for health and is committed to advancing the health
and well-being of people most affected by health inequities. Many of the
people with whom CHEF is concerned are low-income and are the same
clientele served by housing authorities. CHEF specializes in bringing a
variety of partners together to address and eliminate health inequities.
Tacoma Housing Authority is currently working with CHEF on its
Salishan Shine project to promote healthy eating and physical activity at
the Salishan HOPE VI development. Specific objectives include a
Community Kitchen for nutrition education and community gardens.
The Vancouver Housing Authority is working in partnership with CHEF
on its “Fresh Ideas for a Healthy Community” to promote physical
exercise and healthy eating at VHA’s Skyline Crest community.
Earlier this year, CHEF approached the Association of Washington
Housing Authorities and PNRC-NAHRO with two additional project
proposals, both of which involve government grants. The first grant
would promote healthy eating and physical activity among public housing
residents in Washington State. Obesity prevention, promotion of best
practices, and the presentation of a technology-based conference for 100
participants comprised of housing authority staff, residents, public health
representatives and community leaders are grant objectives.
The second grant, from the Washington State Department of Health, is
for the creation of a “Tobacco Prevention and Control Network” and
would be implemented over two years. The work under the grant would
establish a network whose goal is to curb smoking, to develop tobacco
free environments for public housing, promote resistance to tobacco
industry marketing, and bring partners together to effect systems change.
PNRC will be a sub-contractor in this grant.
PNRC-NAHRO agency members will be hearing more about both of
these grants in the coming months since we will need housing authority
partners to successfully complete the work plans. To learn more about
the Comprehensive Health Education Foundation, go to their website at
www.chef.org.
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Message from the Executive Director...
ȱ
DearȱFellowȱHousingȱ&ȱCDȱProfessionals:ȱ
ȱ
Iȱhaveȱoftenȱheardȱitȱsaidȱthatȱ“itȱisȱbetterȱtoȱbeȱluckyȱthanȱgood,”ȱbutȱtheȱtruthȱofȱ
theȱmatterȱisȱthatȱweȱneedȱtoȱmakeȱourȱownȱ“luck.”ȱȱLuckȱhasȱtwoȱcomponents:ȱȱPreparednessȱȱ&ȱ
Opportunity.ȱ
ȱ
Ifȱweȱareȱprepared,ȱthenȱwhenȱopportunityȱcomesȱalong,ȱweȱareȱreadyȱtoȱtakeȱactionȱthatȱwillȱmoveȱusȱ
closerȱtoȱourȱvision.ȱȱAsȱaȱresultȱofȱtheȱnation’sȱneedȱtoȱ“jumpȱstart”ȱourȱstalledȱeconomy,ȱHUDȱisȱ
distributingȱfederalȱdollarsȱtoȱagenciesȱthatȱhaveȱdemonstratedȱanȱabilityȱtoȱspendȱthemȱquickly.ȱȱ
Thoseȱagenciesȱwereȱ“prepared”ȱandȱalongȱcameȱtheȱ“opportunity,”ȱenablingȱthemȱtoȱimplementȱlongȬ
postponedȱdevelopmentȱandȱmodernizationȱprojects.ȱȱȱ
ȱ
TheȱnewȱmajorityȱinȱCongressȱmakesȱitȱlikelyȱthatȱmoreȱfundingȱforȱprogramsȱthatȱHousingȱ&ȱCDȱ
professionalsȱhaveȱadvocatedȱforȱoverȱtheȱyearsȱmayȱbeȱonȱtheirȱway.ȱȱAdvocacyȱandȱpreparednessȱareȱ
clearlyȱrelated.ȱȱAȱnumberȱofȱqualifiedȱpeopleȱfromȱtheȱPacificȱNorthwestȱhaveȱbeenȱselectedȱforȱ
importantȱpositionsȱofȱnationalȱleadershipȱincludingȱformerȱKingȱCo.ȱExecutiveȱRonȱSimsȱ(nowȱ
DeputyȱSecretaryȱofȱHUD),ȱandȱthatȱmayȱmeanȱevenȱmoreȱ“opportunities.”ȱ
ȱ
AtȱtheȱregionalȱNAHROȱlevel,ȱPNRCȱwasȱconcernedȱaboutȱhowȱtheȱdownturnȱofȱtheȱeconomyȱwouldȱ
affectȱourȱ2009ȱConferenceȱinȱBoise,ȱnotȱbecauseȱofȱparticipationȱbyȱourȱmemberȱagencies,ȱbutȱbecauseȱ
ofȱtheȱeffectsȱofȱtheȱeconomyȱonȱexhibitorsȱandȱcorporateȱsponsors.ȱWhileȱweȱdidn’tȱquiteȱhaveȱaȱfullȱ
houseȱasȱfarȱasȱexhibitorsȱwereȱconcerned,ȱ8ȱoutȱofȱ19ȱwereȱnewȱpartners.ȱȱSimilarly,ȱweȱlostȱthreeȱlargeȱ
sponsorsȱtoȱtheȱeconomicȱdownturn,ȱbutȱweȱaddedȱfiveȱsmallerȱcontributors.ȱȱSoȱalthoughȱourȱtotalȱ
exhibitorȱandȱsponsorȱrevenueȱwasȱdownȱaȱbit,ȱweȱforgedȱnewȱrelationshipsȱwithȱaȱlargerȱnumberȱofȱ
exhibitorsȱandȱsponsorsȱwhoȱmayȱbeȱwithȱusȱinȱfutureȱyears.ȱȱSometimesȱopportunitiesȱcomeȱinȱ
unexpectedȱpackages.ȱ
ȱ
Partȱofȱpreparationȱisȱhavingȱaȱstaffȱthatȱisȱasȱexperiencedȱandȱskilledȱasȱpossible.ȱȱPNRCȬNAHROȱisȱ
committedȱtoȱprovidingȱtheȱprofessionalȱdevelopmentȱprogramsȱthatȱourȱmembersȱneedȱtoȱtakeȱ
advantageȱofȱpendingȱopportunities.ȱȱ(Seeȱrelatedȱarticleȱinȱthisȱissue.)ȱȱIfȱyouȱdon’tȱseeȱtheȱtrainingȱthatȱ
youȱneedȱfromȱus,ȱyouȱonlyȱhaveȱtoȱletȱusȱknowȱwhatȱyouȱneedȱandȱweȱwillȱtryȱtoȱprovideȱit.ȱ
ȱ
WinstonȱChurchillȱonceȱsaid,ȱ“Toȱeveryȱpersonȱthereȱcomesȱaȱtimeȱinȱlife,ȱthatȱspecialȱmoment,ȱwhenȱtheyȱareȱ
figurativelyȱtappedȱonȱtheȱshoulderȱandȱofferedȱtheȱchanceȱtoȱdoȱaȱveryȱspecialȱthing….ȱȱWhatȱaȱtragedyȱifȱthatȱ
momentȱfindsȱthemȱunpreparedȱorȱunqualifiedȱforȱtheȱworkȱwhichȱwouldȱbeȱtheirȱfinestȱhour.”ȱȱCouldȱthisȱbeȱ
yourȱagency’sȱ“finestȱhour?”ȱȱAreȱyouȱpreparedȱtoȱbeȱlucky?ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
Sincerely,ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
RonȱOldhamȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
PNRCȬNAHROȱExecutiveȱDirectorȱ
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First Annual Advocacy Awards
(Continued from page 1)

Advocate of the Year Awards for individuals and agencies. For 2009, three
Awards were presented.
Dr. Blake Kazama, Ph.D.
Dr. Kazama is a long time leader and advocate for Indian Housing
Programs in his position of Chief Executive Officer of the Tlingit-Haida
Regional Housing Authority in Juneau, Alaska. Dr. Kazama’s work has
made a huge difference in the lives of clients in Southeast Alaska and for
Indian Housing Authorities
throughout the country as he
has fought for funding and
wise policies by the federal
government.

Lisa Cipollone-Walters accepts her award.

The award for the Seattle HA is accepted by Andrew
Lofton, Deputy E.D.

Lisa Cipollone-Wolters
Ms. Cipollone-Wolters is the
Director
of
Housing
Advocacy & Rental Assistance
Programs for the Seattle
Housing Authority. She has
been extremely active at both
Washington State and the
Federal levels tracking and
analyzing legislation affecting
housing authorities. She has
conducted advocacy training
sessions for both AWHA and
NAHRO and has served on
NAHRO’s Housing America
committee.
At Seattle
Housing
Authority,
Ms.
Cipollone-Wolters has worked
to make SHA’s advocacy
efforts more focused and
systematic.

Seattle Housing Authority
SHA was this year’s only agency recognized for its advocacy work. SHA’s
goals included promoting an increased awareness on the part of staff and
residents of the importance of our various legislative bodies. SHA did this
with printed outreach through The Voice newspaper, a landlord bulletin for
Housing Choice Voucher landlords, Building Community, SHA’s e-mail
newsletter, and The Porchlight Insider, an e-mail newsletter to non-profits,
advocates, and service providers. SHA also promoted resident involvement
in Housing America and Housing Advocacy Day in Olympia.
Information about how you can nominate an individual or agency for
PNRC-NAHRO Advocate of the Year can be found at PNRC’s website
(www.pnrcnahro.org). Nominations for 2010 Awards will be due in March,
2010. See the later editions of the PNRC News or the website for further
information.
PNRC-NAHRO has also developed an Advocacy Manual and Workshop
that can be presented to interested agencies and groups. For further
information,
contact
Ron
Oldham
at
206-901-0330
or
RONALDLOLDHAM@MSN.COM.
Pacific Northwest Regional Council of NAHRO—News

Housing Washington
Conference Coming this
September!
More than 800 people involved in all sectors of
affordable housing will gather at the 16th annual
affordable housing conference taking place
September 29 & 30 at the Tacoma Convention
and Trade Center. Attendees will explore
“Change” and what is necessary to provide
sustainable and affordable housing for the
homeless, low-income wage earners, service
workers, young families, the elderly, disabled or
specially-challenged people and others in need.
The conference presents new and stimulating
ideas, policy debates, hands-on workshops, and
many opportunities to confer and partner with
those involved in affordable housing. Gain a wide
variety of information from more than 50 lenders,
architects, public agencies, nonprofit developers
and service providers at their booths in the
Exhibitor Showcase. Learn from over 70
presenters, including the keynote speakers:
Donna Brazile is an American author, educator
and one of today’s finest commentators. Brazile
has been tracking change since her political career
began at the age of nine.
Michelle Kaufmann is a forward-thinking, earthconscious architect who has made a career by
promoting change as well as clean and simple
living.
Melissa Harris-Lacewell is an American writer
and political scientist as well as an Associate
Professor of Politics and African American
studies at Princeton University; Harris-Lacewell
has provided commentary for NBC News, Fox
News, Showtime, HBO, Black Enterprise,
National Public Radio and many other print and
radio organizations.
Conference highlights include a VIP Networking
Reception with Exhibitors and the 26th annual
Friend of Housing awards. For more information
visit www.wshfc.org/conf. Sponsorship, exhibit
space and scholarships are still available. Online
and mail registration opens in July.
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PNRC-NAHRO Scholarships
Awarded in Boise

2009 Scholarship Recipients

PNRC-NAHRO announced its 2009 Scholarship winners on
May 5th at the Annual Conference in Boise. Each year, PNRCNAHRO advertises the availability of five college and
continuing education scholarships to residents of its members
affordable housing programs. Applicants are screened by
member agencies, by Chapters, and by a Regional Jury with
winners named each spring at the Annual Conference. The
2009 scholarships and their winners are:
Jesse Epstein Scholarship - $10,000 for a
graduating high school senior attending a 4-year
college program of study awarded to the highest
ranked Challenge College Scholarship applicant.
Mariam Wahed from the Housing Authority &
Community Services Agency of Lane County
(OR) was this year’s Epstein Scholarship winner.
Ms. Wahed will receive $2,500 per year paid to the
college of her choice.
Challenge College Scholarships - Two $4,000
scholarships for graduating high school seniors
attending a 4-year college program of study. Maria
Tulloch from the King County Housing Authority
and Neama Said from the Seattle Housing
Authority were this year’s Challenge College
Scholarship winners.

Mariam Wahed, candidate
from the Housing Authority &
Community Services Agency
(HACSA) of Lane County,
Oregon, was the winner of
the Jesse Epstein
Scholarship.

Maria Tulloch, from the King
County Housing Authority, was
awarded one of the Challenge
Scholarships.

Neama Said, from the Seattle Housing
Authority, was the recipient of the
second Challenge Scholarship of 2009.

Continuing Education Scholarship - A $4,000
scholarship awarded to an individual who has been
out of high school for at least four years and wishes
to pursue either a college education or other
professional training.
Jackie Jones from the
Jackson County Housing Authority (OR) received
the Continuing Education Scholarship.
Community College Scholarship - A $2,000
scholarship awarded to a graduating high school
senior attending a 2-year community college program
of study. Rosa Granados from the Walla Walla
Housing Authority was the 2009 Community
College Scholarship winner.
Each winner also receives a $250 one-time scholarship from
their housing authority for their first year of school. With the
award of the 2009 scholarships, PNRC-NAHRO will have
given out 58 scholarships since 1993 worth $163,000. The
schedule for the 2010 scholarships will be announced in the
August issue of the PNRC News.
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Jackie Jones, from the Jackson
County Housing Authority (OR),
was awarded the Continuing
Education Scholarship.

Rosa Granados, from the Walla Walla
Housing Authority, won the Community
College Scholarship.
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Photos from Boise
May 4-6, 2009

In past years we have tried to summarize the “goings on” at
our Annual Conferences in an article. But, remembering
that a picture is worth a 1000 words, here’s some photographic reporting on our recent event at the Boise Centre.

Auctioneer Andy Rodriguez and Sunny Shaw auction off “Baseball”
by Sharon Jewell.

PNRC Executive Board member Art Noll and other conference attendees get
serious in a break-out session.

Vice President for Commissioners Jo Brewer & Longview H.A.’s Tom Drake present “Understanding Operations for Commissioners.”

Jason Casterline presents his annual Financial Update seminar in Boise.

Didȱweȱmissȱyouȱinȱ2009?ȱȱDon’tȱmissȱusȱinȱ2010!ȱ
Watchȱwww.pnrcnahro.orgȱforȱupdatesȱonȱtheȱnextȱAnnualȱConference!ȱ
Pacific Northwest Regional Council of NAHRO—News
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The Mariachi Juvenil De Mi Tierra plays
during the Exhibitor’s Reception.

NAHRO Executive Director Saul Ramirez presents “A Washington, D.C. Update.”

NAHRO President Renee Rooker and Executive Director Saul Ramirez get started
early at the continental breakfast.

Yardi Systems’ Jay McWhinney discusses software with a conference attendee.

Pacific Northwest Regional Council of NAHRO—News

Saul Ramirez, Maggie LaMont, and Renee Rooker present NAHRO’s
Commissioners’ Certifications to Bev Mathena, Jo Brewer, Floyd Bankson, and
Dave Newville.
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2009 PRAIS Awards &
President’s Award
Announced in Boise

Bay Vista Commons
Assisted Living Community,
Bremerton Housing
Authority

Each year, PNRC-NAHRO selects our
regional PRAIS Awards winners from
NAHRO’s Awards of Merit applicants.
There were six awards to four agencies
this year which are listed below:
Program Innovation – Affordable Housing
Bay Vista Commons Assisted Living Community
(Bremerton Housing Authority)

Cornerstone Courtyard,
Spokane Housing Authority

Administrative Innovation
Central Application Center (King County Housing Authority)
Program Innovation – Community Revitalization
Village Quarter (Yamhill County Housing Authority)

Nia Apartments, King
County Housing Authority

Program Innovation – Resident & Client Services
Ready to Rent (Bremerton Housing Authority)
Project Design – Modernization/Rehabilitation
Cornerstone Courtyard (Spokane Housing Authority)
Project Design – New Project
Nia Apartments (King County Housing Authority)
2009 President’s Award
Pam Thompson, Director of Finance at NE Oregon Housing
Authority in La Grande, OR has served on the PNRC-NAHRO
Executive Board for several terms each as Secretary and most
recently as VP for Member Services. She is currently on the
NAHRO Board of Credentialing Trustees and the Member
Services Committee. As VP of Member Services for PNRC,
Pam has had primary responsibility for our Scholarship Awards
and for the NAHRO Awards of Merit and PRAIS Awards
judging. All of this has amounted to hundreds of hours of travel
and coordinating over the years, and it has been in addition to
her regular and dedicated work at her housing authority. Pam is
one of those persons without whom it would be impossible to
do the business of our association.
Following this year’s presentation of the PRAIS Awards done by
Pam at the Awards Breakfast on May 6th in Boise, she sat down
while President Maggie LaMont got up to present the 2009
President’s Award. As Maggie talked about the qualifications of
this year’s winner, it gradually became apparent that Pam was
this year’s recipient. It was obvious from the expression on her
face that it had been a secret well-kept. PNRC-NAHRO offers
its congratulations to Pam Thompson, our 2009 President’s
Award winner!
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No-Smoking
Policies:
Trends and Tools for
Housing Authorities
There is growing momentum
among housing authorities to
adopt no-smoking policies; this
is providing smokers another
good reason to quit. Many are
working with local public health
officials
in
the
process.
A
new
website,
www.smokefreehousinginfo.com is available with tools for
housing authorities and other landlords to move ahead.
NAHRO recently demonstrated their support for smokefree
policies by honoring Nampa Housing Authority with a 2009
Award of Merit for the adoption and implementation of the
first 100% smoke-free policy by an Idaho housing authority
and for being the first 100% smoke-free housing authority in
the entire Northwest U.S.
Nampa Housing Authority’s no-smoking policy, adopted
October 2008 (142 units, 9 sites) included a 90-day transition
period for smokers. As of January 1, 2009, smoking is
prohibited inside and outside within 20 feet of entrances.
Andy Rodriguez, Executive Director, said, “ I knew doing
this would be a financial savings but I was worried about
people moving out. No one moved out because of the
policy.”
He went on to say, “The most helpful thing we did was to
partner with our local health district. They helped us conduct
a resident survey so that we weren’t making assumptions
about behaviors and attitudes towards smoking. We also
partnered with them in providing cessation resources that
were offered free of charge. One resident quit smoking as a
result.” As for staff reaction, Rodriquez said, “Three out of
four people on our maintenance team were smoking before
the policy went into effect. As a result of their not being able
to smoke in the shop or in the units they were readying, they
all quit smoking. They helped each other quit.”

units and common areas and outside within 10 ft of the
buildings including patios, porches and balconies. They
intend to implement the same policy for their affordable
properties (3760 units) next summer. Dianne Quast, Director
of Real Estate Operations, revealed their process at the recent
PNRC Conference in Boise. “What made the decision for me
was when I finally understood that secondhand smoke was a
Class A carcinogen, in the same category with asbestos. We
are going to so much trouble and expense with asbestos
abatement and we were just letting people smoke. It didn’t
make sense.”
HAP collaborated with local public health experts to conduct
their tenant survey, facilitate resident meetings to discuss the
policy, and provide training sessions for onsite managers to
make them comfortable in implementing the policy and
linking smokers to cessation resources. HAP has generously
shared their detailed steps and the documents they developed
during their process – all are available at
www.smokefreehousinginfo.com.
For support in adopting no-smoking policies, contact your
local health department or in:
Oregon:
www.smokefreehousinginfo.com diane.laughter@comcast.net
Washington:
www.smokefreewashington.com - paul.davis@doh.wa.gov
Idaho:
www.projectfilter.org - smarti@dhw.idaho.gov
This article is submitted by Diane Laughter, Health In Sight LLC for
the Oregon Smokefree Housing Project, a program of the Tobacco
Prevention and Education Program

Advantages of a Smokefree Housing Policy
Buildings may be able to attract more tenants by going
smoke free. Research shows that many renters want
smokefree housing.

In January 2009, Clatsop County Housing Authority in
Astoria, Oregon adopted a no-smoking policy for all of its
104 units (14 buildings/4 properties.) The policy prohibits
smoking inside and 10 feet from entryways. Kathy Lucas,
Executive Director said, “In one senior and disabled building,
a few tenants came up and thanked me for making it
smokefree because they wanted to quit smoking. Then they
quit -- out of 12 smokers in that building, only three are still
smoking.”

Fewer fire risks! Smokefree housing eliminates the source
of smoking-related fires. Some insurance companies may
even provide reduced premium rates to buildings that are
smokefree.

The Housing Authority of Portland (HAP) will implement a
no-smoking policy for its public housing units (1993 units/37
properties) in August. The new rule prohibits smoking inside

All tenants, guests, and staff members are protected from
the risks associated with secondhand smoke exposure.

Pacific Northwest Regional Council of NAHRO—News

Cleaning costs are lower when you don’t have to scrub,
paint, and replace items in an apartment that smell like
smoke or are covered in residue.
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Professional
Development in
2009 at PNRC
Or...What Does Your Staff
Need for Your Agency to Get
Lucky?
PNRC’s Professional Development (PD) training schedule
for 2009 will be a full one. In addition to the great PD
opportunities at the May conference in Boise which included
Jason Casterline’s annual Financial Update and
NAHRO’s Uniform Physical Conditions Standards
(UPCS), Ron Oldham recently completed Commissioners’
Fundamentals in Tacoma June 5-6th.
NAHRO’s Procurement & Contracts two and a half day
seminar will be held at the Vancouver H.A. June 17-19th with
Bill Thorson presenting.
Just before the NAHRO Summer Conference in Portland on
July 13-14th, Dennis Morgan will present at HCV
Homeownership training at the Housing Authority of
Portland’s New Columbia Education Center.
The
registration for this training is only $95 thanks to HUD
sponsorship.

HARRPȱ
HousingȱAuthoritiesȱRiskȱȱRetentionȱPoolȱ

ȱ
ȱ

WhenȱyourȱHousingȱAuthorityȱusesȱaffiliatesȱorȱaȱNonȱProfitȱpartnerȱ
agency,ȱORWACAȱinsuranceȱagencyȱcanȱassistȱwithȱyourȱinsuranceȱ
needs.ȱȱORWACAȱwasȱcreatedȱtoȱbeȱofȱserviceȱtoȱyou!ȱ
ȱ
ORWACAȱhasȱaccessȱtoȱSocialȱServiceȱinsuranceȱproviders,ȱofferingȱ
Professionalȱ Executiveȱ Riskȱ insuranceȱ productsȱ andȱ generalȱ
propertyȱ&ȱcasualtyȱcoverage.ȱȱWeȱhaveȱaccessȱtoȱbondingȱmarketsȱ
forȱuniqueȱsituationsȱwhenȱsuretyȱisȱrequired.ȱ
ȱ
Theȱfollowingȱexamplesȱserveȱasȱaȱreference;ȱifȱsomethingȱyouȱneedȱ
isȱnotȱlisted,ȱpleaseȱcallȱasȱweȱmayȱbeȱableȱtoȱhelpȱyouȱwithȱoptions.ȱ
ȱ
ORWACAȱSERVICESȱGUIDEȱ

x HomelessȱSheltersȱ&ȱTransitionalȱHousingȱProgramsȱ
 PrivateȱNonȱProfitȱoperationsȱ&ȱCity/Countyȱfundedȱoperationsȱ
x CommunityȱMentalȱHealthȱprovidersȱthatȱincludeȱhousingȱ
solutionsȱ

x MostȱserviceȱprovidersȱinȱyourȱHousingȱAuthorityȱbuildingsȱ
x DirectorsȱandȱOfficersȱInsuranceȱforȱIndependentȱNonȱProfitȱ

Arrangements are currently being worked out for the
following professional development sessions:

Boardsȱrelatedȱtoȱhousingȱ

x ProfessionalȱLiabilityȱ(E&O)ȱMiscellaneousȱProfessionsȱ(i.e.ȱservingȱ
debtȱcounsel,ȱhowȱtoȱprepareȱforȱbuyingȱaȱhome)ȱ

x NAHRO’s Capital Fund in Tacoma (August 20-21)
x Commissioners’ Fundamentals in Kelso/Longview WA

x FloodȱandȱEarthquakeȱforȱanyȱbuildingȱ–ȱ“floodȱ&ȱquake”ȱareȱ

(August 2009)
x Commissioners’ Fundamentals in Spokane (August
2009)
x Ethics for Commissioners in Boise (August 2009)

x DICȱ–ȱDifferenceȱinȱConditionsȱ(BroadensȱPropertyȱforms)ȱ
x Builder’sȱRiskȱ–ȱforȱpropertyȱinȱtheȱcourseȱofȱconstructionȱ(withȱ

excludedȱcoveragesȱ

theftȱofȱbuildingȱmaterials)ȱ

x TaxȱCreditȱ&ȱNonȱProfitȱHousing:ȱ“LargeȱPortfolios”ȱ–ȱ“Oneȱforȱ
Ones”ȱ–ȱ“BlanketȱPrograms”ȱ

x PoliciesȱforȱPropertyȱandȱGeneralȱLiabilityȱforȱaffiliatesȱ&ȱpartnerȱ

Other sessions being discussed as to location and date,
include:

nonȱprofitsȱ

x
x
x
x

x Fair
x
x
x
x
x

Housing & Reasonable Accommodations
workshops (1 day)
PNRC-NAHRO’s Advocacy Workshop
Leadership & Strategic Planning for Commissioners
Skills for Supervisors (Dr. Larry Iverson)
Smart Energy Usage
HCV Occupancy

Contact
Ron
Oldham
at
206-901-0330
or
RONALDLOLDHAM@MSN.COM for further information
or to request a specific professional development training in
your area.

To see this newsletter in color,
go to www.pnrcnahro.org and
click on June Newsletter.
Pacific Northwest Regional Council of NAHRO—News

EmploymentȱPracticesȱLiabilityȱ(monoclineȱproductȱpolicy)ȱ
Bondingȱ–ȱSurety/Notary/Bidȱ&ȱPerformance/MiscellaneousȱBondsȱ
FundȱRaisingȱorȱSpecialȱEventȱPoliciesȱ
LeadȱBasedȱPaintȱProfessionalȱLiabilityȱforȱmanyȱtypesȱofȱHousingȱ
Inspectorsȱ(LeadȱBasedȱPaintȱInspectors’ȱE&Oȱisȱexcludedȱinȱbaseȱ
policy)ȱ

x TenantȱDiscriminationȱ
x Boilerȱ&ȱMachinery/EquipmentȱBreakdownȱ
x UndergroundȱStorageȱTankȱLiabilityȱ&ȱotherȱpollutionȱrelatedȱ
coverageȱ

ȱ
ȱ
Justȱaskȱ–ȱSolutionsȱ&ȱoptionsȱareȱaȱphoneȱcallȱaway!ȱ
ȱ
TEL:ȱ(360)ȱ574Ȭ9035ȱ•ȱFAX:ȱ(360)ȱ574Ȭ9401ȱ•ȱ7111ȱNEȱ179THȱST.ȱ
VANCOUVER,ȱWASHINGTONȱ98686Ȭ1888ȱ
WEBSITE:ȱWWW.HARRP.COMȱ
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News from Around
the Region
Clallam County Housing Authority
Terry Madigan, formerly of the Bremerton H.A.
and Kennewick H.A. before he left to work at
the East Hartford (CT) H.A. has returned to the Pacific
Northwest. Madigan started his work as Capital Planner for
the Clallam County H.A. effective May 22, 2009.

Everett Housing Authority – Bud Alkire
Housing Hope, an affordable housing and services agency held
its signature fundraising event, “Stone Soup” on May 14 in
Everett WA. Bud Alkire, Executive Director of the Everett
H.A. received one of three awards presented at the event in
recognition of the impact on Housing Hope’s success over
the past 22 years and in 2008-09. Bud was awarded the
“Housing Hero Award” given in recognition of affordable
housing advocacy and dedicated effort setting an example for
and inspiring the rest of the community. The recognition
included Bud’s willingness to partner with other housing
agencies, his integrity, and dedication to quality housing for
his community.

In Memoriam
The Pacific Northwest has recently lost two Executive
Directors from its ranks. In February, Gayle Sieler, Executive
Director of the Kalama Housing Authority passed away from
a heart attack in her home at Castle Rock, WA.

Commissioners. Watson is the CEO of Impact Capital, an
organization that works to build healthy communities by
providing financing for real estate projects. He is also the
former Director of Fannie Mae’s Washington State
Partnership Office and Director of Homeownership
Programs for the Washington State Housing Finance
Commission.
High Point, one of Seattle Housing Authority’s HOPE VI
communities, features 60 rental homes specially designed to
house families with members who suffer from asthma and
respiratory illnesses.
These “Breathe-Easy” homes are
designed to minimize symptoms and enhance health. They
are the result of collaboration among residents, health
researchers, architects, and builders to address the asthma
epidemic prevalent among low-income children. Children
living in the first 35 homes completed were tested before
they moved in and then one year later. In their former
homes, which contained many triggers for asthma symptoms,
children experienced an average of 7.6 symptom-free days
every two weeks. After living in the Breathe-Easy homes,
they were symptom-free 12.4 days out of 14, a 65%
improvement! The special features that contributed to this
improvement included positive pressure ventilation systems,
linoleum flooring, low or no off-gas trim and mill work and
cabinets, HEPA filter vacuums, “walk-off” doormats, and
landscaping designed to reduce pollen.

King County Housing Authority

The new Executive Director of the Kalama Housing
Authority is Patricia Oliver. Gustavo Ramos, formerly of the
Clark County (NV) Housing Authority is the new Skagit
County Housing Authority Executive Director.

King County Housing Authority has purchased a 32-unit multi
-family apartment complex in Tukwila, WA that will be used
to house chronically homeless individuals with serious mental
health issues. On-site supportive services will be provided by
two experienced mental health agencies that are part of the
King County Regional Support Network. Pacific Court will
house approximately 50 individuals whose rents will be
subsidized with public housing subsidies that have been
inactive since conversion of the former Springwood
Apartments to a Section 8 Project Based – Tax Credit
property. All candidates for occupancy will come from
referrals from the two mental health agencies rather than
KCHA’s waiting list. Management will be by KCHA’s staff at
the nearby Riverton Terrace development.

Seattle Housing Authority

Bremerton Housing Authority

In the first week of June, Paul Colbert, former Executive
Director of Skagit County Housing Authority died from
cancer in Oregon. Paul had also served as Executive
Director of the North Bend/Coos-Curry Housing Authorities
in Oregon for a number of years. Both Gayle and Paul will be
missed by their many friends and associates.

Two changes at the Seattle Housing Authority’s Board of
Commissioners are worthy of mention. Yusuf Cabdi has
been elected Chair of the Board of Commissioners. Mr.
Cabdi, a resident of SHA, has resided in this country since
2003 and is originally from Somalia. Executive Director Tom
Tierney noted that it is uncommon for a resident
commissioner to be elected as a chair of the board of
commissioners and that Cabdi will bring an important
perspective to the leadership of SHA’s Board.
City of Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels has appointed Heyward
Watson to succeed Katie Hong on SHA’s Board of

Pacific Northwest Regional Council of NAHRO—News

Bremerton H.A. reports the receipt of four significant grants
in the first quarter of 2009: $45,885 in a FSS grant to help
residents move to self-sufficiency; $1.4 million from the
American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to go for
Westpark redevelopment and capital improvements at Tara
Heights; $136,450 for the Supportive Housing Program in
partnership with Kitsap Community Resources (McKinneyVento Homeless Assistance funds); and $240,000 from a
ROSS Coordinator Grant which will fund an additional
position in the CSS division for three years.

12

Pacific Northwest Regional Council of NAHRO—News

13

NAHRO’s
The purpose of the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) is
to be the leading housing and community development advocate for the provision of adequate
and affordable housing and strong, viable communities for all Americans, particularly those with
low- and moderate-incomes, and to enhance the professional development and effectiveness of
NAHRO's members.
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